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Honorary Degrees 
H O N O R A R Y degrees have been the 
subject of more than the usual inter-
est at the university commencements just 
past because so many heroes of the Great 
War have been included among the number 
honored. 
Degrees are granted for work in course 
and for "causa honoris." A degree in 
course signifies a definite amount of work 
of a certain standard, under supervision, 
and with the attainment of certain grades. 
An honorary degree is conferred not for 
a given quantity of work of a given kind 
but, as a rule, for a life work which con-
tributes to the advancement of the human 
race and the uplift of mankind, or some 
work of distinguished service. A degree 
in course may be purchased with money 
and effort. An honorary degree is a price-
less gift which no amount of money can 
buy. 
The traditional degree of the past has 
been the L L . D (Doctor of Legal Law), 
Up to a few years ago it was generally 
conferred regardless of the field of en-
deavor in which the recipient had been en-
gaged. Now and then an exception was 
made in the case of a clergyman when the 
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degree of Doctor of Divinity was substi-
tuted. Where it was desired to confer more 
than the usual honor, the double L L . D . 
was used. 
The fields of commerce, accounts, and 
finance received academic recognition in 
1900, when, through the efforts of a group 
of accountants in New York City, among 
whom the late Charles Waldo Haskins 
was prominent, New York University es-
tablished the first school of commerce, ac-
counts and finance in the country. 
This school and the many others which 
have followed have done much to revise 
academic traditions. In the same way rec-
ognition of these fields of endeavor and 
the men engaged therein has quickened the 
thought of those involved to the propriety, 
when honoring men in these fields, of con-
ferring upon them degrees with more sig-
nificance than that of Doctor of Legal Law. 
For this purpose the degree of Doctor of 
Commercial Science was evolved. 
Union College granted the first degree 
of this kind to Dean Joseph French John-
son of New York University School of 
Commerce, Accounts and Finance in 1909. 
New York University granted the degree 
for the first time in June, 1916, and has 
since conferred it annually. It has honored 
men who, by reason of their achievements 
in their respective fields have fully merited 
the honors. The list consists of Jacob 
Henry Schiff and Elijah Watt Sells in 
1916; Theodore Newton Vail and Paul 
Moritz Warburg in 1917 ; Charles Michael 
Schwab in 1918; Thomas Coleman du 
Pont and Henry Robinson Towne in 1919. 
Vice Chancellor Stevenson of New York 
University presented Mr . Sells for the de-
gree of Doctor of Commercial Science to 
the Acting Chancellor, Rev. George Alex-
ander, on June 8, 1916. Dr. Alexander 
conferred the distinction with the following 
words: 
"Elijah Watt Sells, for pre-eminence 
in a department of human effort in which 
the prime essentials are accuracy and 
truth, for the prevision which prompted 
you to secure for accountancy academic 
recognition, for distinguished service 
rendered to local governments, and es-
pecially to the Government of the United 
States, both at home and abroad, I con-
fer upon you, by the authority of New 
York University, the degree of Doctor 
of Commercial Science." 
Baker University previously conferred 
the honorary degree of Master of Arts 
upon Mr . Sells in 1909. 
There is little in the way of worldly gifts 
to reward such men as have received the 
honorary degree of Doctor of Commercial 
Science. It is well that there is left some-
thing which vain-glorious striving will not 
secure. To be honored by this, the choic-
est gift which mankind has to offer, must 
indeed bring a thrill of satisfaction and 
pleasure. 
